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Editorial: Journal announces endorsements for judicial candidates

By Albuquerque Journal Editorial Board
Oct 19, 2022

Today, the Journal announces its endorsements for the New Mexico Supreme Court

abgjournal.com

Justice of the Supreme Court, Position 1
Republican Thomas C. Montoya
Thomas C. Montoya

Montoya, who has 41 years' experience practicing civil family law, offers the all-Democrat
state Supreme Court both practical experience and some political balance. The Alameda
native, whose ancestors have lived in New Mexico for more than 400 years, has been
well-vetted, having qualified three times as a district court judge by Second District
Judicial Nominating commissions. Unfortunately, he says Republicans, however
qualified, have little hope of being appointed by a Democratic governor. So, he's chosen
to run for election instead. "Choose balance, choose fairness," he told the Editorial Board.
Montoya has broad and diverse legal experience, handling cases ranging from aviation to
zoning. "For 41 years, I devoted myself to problems faced by families and children in our

state," he said in his Journal Q&A. Montoya has written, lobbied and obtained sponsors



for over 30 statutory enactments in
family law. He also understands crime
victims from his service on the Crime
Victims Reparation Commission. His
major professional accomplishments
include being the lead author/editor of
New Mexico Domestic Relations Law,
chairing a Supreme Court Rules
Committee that established rules for
domestic relations and domestic violence
cases, and co-chairing the Child Support
Guidelines Commission that
promulgated statutory child support
guidelines. He describes his judicial
philosophy as conservative and says
judges should rise above party politics. "I

will not read words in the law that are

Albuquerque Journal

not there," he says. "We are not a legislative body, nor should we be." Montoya has an

impressive "AV Preeminent Rating" from Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review Ratings,

reserved for an elite group of attorneys who have been rated as having very high ethical

standards. He's also been named "Best of the Bar" for family law by New Mexico

Business Weekly. Montoya faces Democratic incumbent Supreme Court Justice Julie

Vargas, who was appointed in December 2020.





